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Following the victory in the senate election in July 2013, the leader of the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) Shinzo Abe ended the situation of disordered congress and 
controlled the required seats that ensured the stability of the LDP regime in the next three 
years. Meanwhile, much attention was focused on the new government as questions 
ORRPHG�RQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXH�RI�ZKHWKHU�-DSDQ�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�MRLQ�WKH�7UDQV�3DFLÀF�
3DUWQHUVKLS��733��RU�QRW��,Q�1RYHPEHU�������DW�WKH�$VLD�3DFLÀF�(FRQRPLF�&RRSHUDWLRQ�
�$3(&��VXPPLW��WKH�IRUPHU�-DSDQHVH�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�1DRWR�.DQ�DQQRXQFHG�WKDW�-DSDQ�
would negotiate with relevant countries about the possibility of Japan joining the TPP; 
his statement triggered immediate controversy and heated discussions among different 
local interest groups. Among them, the strongest opposition was the Japan Agricultural 
&RRSHUDWLYHV��-$��DQG�IDUPHUV�ZKR�KDG�FORVH�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�-$��1HYHUWKHOHVV��-DSDQ·V�
Premier Shinzo Abe resisted the pressure from the LDP and domestic opposition groups; 
KH�DQQRXQFHG�WKH�RIÀFLDO�HQWU\�RI�-DSDQ�LQWR�WKH�733�QHJRWLDWLRQV�RQ����0DUFK�������
However, the LDP is supported by Japanese farmers and it is very important to take 
IDUPHUV·�YRWHV�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��$�IHZ�FRQWURYHUVLDO�TXHVWLRQV�DULVH��'RHV�6KLQ]R�$EH�
QRW�FDUH"�$IWHU�MRLQLQJ�WKH�733��ZLOO�-DSDQ·V�DJULFXOWXUH�EH�WKUHDWHQHG�DQG�FROODSVH�DV�
WKH�-$�KDV�VDLG"�7KLV�SDSHU�ZLOO�GLVFXVV�-DSDQ·V�DJULFXOWXUDO�RXWORRN�RI�733�QHJRWLDWLRQV�
based on the analysis of the status and issues of Japanese agriculture.

Introduction

7KH�7UDQV�3DFLÀF�3DUWQHUVKLS�$JUHHPHQW��LV�DQ�HYROYLQJ�UHJLRQDO�IUHH�WUDGH�DJUHHPHQW�
�)7$���,W�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�IRUPHG�DV�WKH�7UDQV�3DFLÀF�6WUDWHJLF�(FRQRPLF�3DUWQHUVKLS��DQ�
)7$�QRZ�LQ�HIIHFW�EHWZHHQ�6LQJDSRUH��1HZ�=HDODQG��&KLOH��DQG�%UXQHL��WKH�VR�FDOOHG�
“P-4”) since 2006. In the fall of 2008, the United States, along with Australia, Peru, and 
Vietnam, joined the negotiations to accede to the arrangement. Malaysia joined as the 
ninth negotiating partner in October 2010.1�,Q�������0H[LFR�DQG�&DQDGD�EHFDPH�WKH�
tenth and the eleventh negotiation members in the TPP. 

Over the past decade, the number of bilateral and regional Free Trade Agreements 
(FTAs) has increased substantially, a trend that Japan has followed by signing a host 
RI�VXFK�DJUHHPHQWV��ZKLFK�LW�SUHIHUV�WR�FDOO�WKHP�(FRQRPLF�3DUWQHUVKLS�$JUHHPHQWV�
�(3$V��2�7KH�(3$·V�SULQFLSOH�LV�WR�KDUPRQL]H�QRQ�WDULII�EDUULHUV�DPRQJ�WKH�PHPEHU�
FRXQWULHV�� EDVHG�RQ� WKH� )7$·V�SULQFLSOH�� -DSDQ�KDV� HVWDEOLVKHG�(3$��QRW� )7$� IRU�
DJULFXOWXUDO�SURWHFWLRQ��IRU�FRPPRGLWLHV�VXFK�DV�ULFH�DQG�RWKHU�VWDSOH�IRRGV��-DSDQ·V�

1� &RRSHU�:LOOLDP�DQG�0DUN�(��0DQ\LQ��´-DSDQ�-RLQV�WKH�7UDQV�3DFLÀF�3DUWQHUVKLS��:KDW�$UH�
the Implications? ” Congressional Research Service Report for Congress, 2013, pp 1-19.

2� &KULV�&ODJXH��´6SHFLDO�5HSRUW��-DSDQ��WKH�733��DQG�$JULFXOWXUH�µ�������SS�����
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ÀUVW�(3$�ZDV�NQRZQ�DV�́ -DSDQ�6LQJDSRUH�(3$µ�LQ������3 Until 2012, Japan had already 
VLJQHG�DQRWKHU����(3$V�ZLWK�0H[LFR��0DOD\VLD��&KLOH��7KDLODQG�� ,QGRQHVLD��%UXQHL��
3KLOLSSLQHV��$6($1��6ZLW]HUODQG��9LHWQDP��,QGLD�DQG�3HUX�

The Japanese Government and the TPP 

The Attitude of the Japanese Government toward TPP Negotiations 

2Q����1RYHPEHU������DW�WKH�$3(&�SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFH��1DRWR�.DQ��WKH�IRUPHU�SULPH�
PLQLVWHU�RI�-DSDQ��VDLG�WKDW�-DSDQ·V�DJULFXOWXUH�VHFWRU�ZDV�ZHDN�DW�WKDW�WLPH�DQG�WKH�
government would revive it; however, at the same time the country would work on 
economic partnerships and liberalization endeavors. They planned to open up Japan 
LQ�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\��7KLV�WULJJHUHG�D�FRQÁLFW�RI�GRPHVWLF�RSLQLRQV�EHWZHHQ�LQGXVWULDO�
sectors and agricultural sectors in Japan.

2Q����1RYHPEHU�������-DSDQ·V�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�<RVKLKLNR�1RGD�RIÀFLDOO\�DQQRXQFHG�
the country's stance on the free-trade initiative. He said, “We decided to join negotiations 
with member states over the TPP,” and said, “Japan should tap into the growing power 
RI� WKH�$VLD�3DFLÀF� UHJLRQ� WR�KDQG�GRZQ� WR� IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV� WKH�DIÁXHQFH�RI�RXU�
country as a trading nation.”

After taking over the regime from the Democratic Party of Japan (DJP), the president 
of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and new Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said, “If 
we only focus on protecting domestic agriculture, the Japanese economy will never 
get long-term development. The TPP is a platform that will lead Japan's economic leap 
LQ�$VLD�3DFLÀF�FRXQWULHV�µ�)ROORZLQJ�WKLV�VWDWHPHQW��KH�SURPLVHG�WR�JLYH�SULRULW\�WR�
agricultural problems and resisted the pressure from the LDP and domestic opposition. 
+H�DOVR�DQQRXQFHG�WKH�RIÀFLDO�HQWU\�RI�-DSDQ�LQWR�WKH�733�QHJRWLDWLRQV�RQ����0DUFK������

The Controversy of the TPP Negotiation in Japan

7KH�-DSDQ�%XVLQHVV�)HGHUDWLRQ�DQG�0LQLVWU\�RI�(FRQRP\��7UDGH�DQG�,QGXVWU\�RI�-DSDQ�
believe that it will be helpful for Japan to expand the exports of Japanese cars, televisions 
and other traditional advantage products in the TPP system. It has calculated that if Japan 
joins the TPP, the GDP will increase by 2.4–3.2 trillion yen, and the annual growth rate 
FRXOG�LQFUHDVH�E\������²�������,I�-DSDQ�GRHV�QRW�MRLQ�WKH�733��E\�������WKH�LQGXVWULDO�
SURGXFWLRQ�ZLOO�GHFUHDVH�E\������WULOOLRQ�\HQ��DQG���������ZRUNHUV�ZLOO�ORVH�WKHLU�MREV��
7KH�*'3�ZLOO�DOVR�GHFOLQH�E\�������

7KH�-DSDQ�$JULFXOWXUDO�&R�RSHUDWLRQ��-$��DQG�0LQLVWU\�RI�$JULFXOWXUH��)RUHVWU\�
and Fisheries (MAFF) strongly oppose Japan in joining the TPP negotiations because 
they believe and calculate that if Japan joins the TPP, the agricultural production will 
GHFUHDVH�E\����� WULOOLRQ�\HQ��DQG�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�RI�JUDLQ�ZLOO�GHFOLQH�IURP�����
to 14%. Agricultural versatility will lose 3.7 trillion yen; GDP will decline by 1.6%. 
Agricultural employment will decrease to 3.4 million people, and farmland will decrease 
from 4.6 million to 2.3 million hectares.

On the other hand, domestic scholars are divided on this issue; one group is 
supportive while the other opposes the idea of Japan joining the TPP. The scholars 
3� 1REXWR�,ZDWD��´5HVHDUFK�$UWLFOH��-DSDQ·V�&RQWULEXWLRQ�WR�(DVW�$VLDQ�&RPPXQLW\�DQG�733�µ�

Japanese Studies Journal Special Issue : Regional Cooperation for Sustainable Future in Asia, 2012, 
SS�������
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who belong to the supportive group believe that Japan will promote agricultural 
reform through the TPP; this will lead to improvement in agriculture production, and 
enhance the competitiveness of Japan's agriculture sector. The most important reform 
RI�WKH�DJULFXOWXUH�VHFWRU�LV�SURPRWLQJ�WUDQVIHU�RI�SDUW�WLPH�IDUPHUV·�ODQG�WR�IXOO�WLPH�
farmers, to realize the agricultural scale operation. It is possible not only to expand the 
diversity of food imports to ensure the food security but also to expand the export of 
Japan's high quality agricultural products. However, the scholars who belong to the 
RSSRVHG�JURXS�EHOLHYH�WKDW�ORZ�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�RI�JUDLQ�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�GHWHULRUDWLRQ�RI�
the agriculture output in the rural areas. Moreover, the idea of promoting agricultural 
reform by joining the TPP implementation is considered too childish, and the Japanese 
government does not have enough budget to subsidize the farmers in the country.

Japan’s agricultural problems

7KH�PRVW�GLIÀFXOW�LVVXH�RI�-DSDQ·V�733�QHJRWLDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�RI�WKH�DJULFXOWXUH�VHFWRU��DQG�
Japan has tried to accelerate the domestic agricultural reform through the TPP. Therefore, 
the present status and issues of the Japanese agriculture sector will be discussed from 
WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�RI�IRRG��WKH�GHFOLQH�LQ�IDUP�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�ODERU�
force, and the change potentially experienced by the Japanese farmers based on these 
three aspects.

/RZ�6HOI�VXIÀFLHQF\

Japan is an island country with a population larger than its land area. It is an indisputable 
IDFW�WKDW�D�ODFN�RI�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV�KDV�OHG�WR�LWV�ORZ�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�RI�IRRG��7DEOH�
��VKRZV�WKH�FKDQJH�LQ�IRRG�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�LQ�-DSDQ�DIWHU�WKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU��)LUVW��
PHDVXUHG�E\�FDORULHV��-DSDQ·V�KLJKHVW�IRRG�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�ZDV�����LQ�������EXW�IHOO�
WR�����LQ�������ZKLFK�ZDV�GHFOLQLQJ�\HDU�E\�\HDU��6HFRQG��PHDVXUHG�E\�RXWSXW��-DSDQ·V�
KLJKHVW�IRRG�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�ZDV�����LQ�������GURSSHG�WR�WKH�ORZHVW�OHYHO�RI�����
in 2008, which recovered to 70% in 2009, but dropped to 67% in 2011 again. Therefore, 
HYHQ�LI�-DSDQ�GRHV�QRW�MRLQ�WKH�733�QHJRWLDWLRQV��WKH�IRRG�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�ZLOO�EH�
on a continuous decline not only in terms of calories but also output.

7DEOH����7KH�FKDQJH�LQ�6HOI�6XIÀFLHQF\�5DWH�RI�)RRG�LQ�-DSDQ�(Unit: %)

���� ���� ���� 2008 2009 2010 2011

&DORULHV 73 �� �� 41 40 39 39

Output 86 83 82 �� 70 69 67

'DWD�VRXUFH��)RRG�%DODQFH�6KHHW
(The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Japan)
KWWS���ZZZ�PDII�JR�MS�M�WRNHL�VLK\R�GDWD����KWPO

  

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�FDOFXODWLRQ�E\�WKH�0$))��LI�-DSDQ�MRLQV�WKH�733��WKH�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�
rate of food will decline from 40% to 14%; however, this calculation is questionable since 
-DSDQ�GRHV�QRW�WDNH�DQ\�PHDVXUHV�WR�SURWHFW�LWV�DJULFXOWXUH��)RU�D�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�
of food, Japan has always been focusing on the calorie standard, but other developed 
FRXQWULHV�DUH�RULHQWHG�WRZDUGV�WKH�RXWSXW�VWDQGDUG��7KHUHIRUH��LQ�7DEOH����-DSDQ·V�KLJKHVW�
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VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�RI�IRRG�LQ�RXWSXW�ZDV�����LQ�������HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�GHFOLQHG�WR�����
in 2011, which was also much higher than the calorie standard. The Japanese scholars 
ZKR�DJUHHG�-DSDQ�VKRXOG�MRLQ�WKH�733�QHJRWLDWLRQV�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�
of food, of course, the higher the better; nevertheless, food security should be ensured 
E\�D�GLYHUVLÀHG�DQG�VWDEOH�VXSSO\��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�LGHQWLI\�WKH�FRXQWU\�WKDW�LV�JLYHQ�
the priority to export food to Japan. Japonica rice is the staple food in Japan, so the 
food security in Japan is supported by the stable japonica rice supply. MAFF worries 
that Japan's domestic rice market would collapse due to competition from the cheaper 
American japonica rice.

On the other hand, according to the analysis of Professor Ito Schoichi��.\XVKX�
8QLYHUVLW\� LQ� -DSDQ�� WKH�&KLQHVH� MDSRQLFD� ULFH�KDV� VWURQJ� FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV� LQ�ERWK�
ÁDYRU�DQG�SULFH�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�$PHULFDQ�MDSRQLFD�ULFH��)LUVW��WKH�SULFH�RI�$PHULFDQ�
MDSRQLFD�ULFH�LV������SHU�WRQ��EXW�&KLQHVH�MDSRQLFD�ULFH�LV�RQO\������SHU�WRQ��6HFRQG��LQ�
WHUPV�RI�ÁDYRU��WKH�MDSRQLFD�ULFH�SURGXFHG�LQ�QRUWKHDVWHUQ�&KLQD�LV�D�IDYRULWH��HVSHFLDOO\�
among the Japanese people because both rice technology and breeds are from Japan. 
7KH�RWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�UHDVRQ�LV�WKH�JHRJUDSKLFDO�IDFWRU��WKH�GLVWDQFH�IURP�&KLQD�WR�-DSDQ�
is much nearer than that from the United States. This advantage saves transport time 
DQG��WUDQVSRUW�FRVW��WKHUHIRUH��&KLQD·V�MDSRQLFD�ULFH�LV�D�JRRG�FKRLFH�IRU�-DSDQ�4 At the 
same time, domestic rice producers in Japan should aim to make inroads into overseas 
markets of emerging countries. For example, the exports of high-quality Japanese rice to 
&KLQD�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJ��ZKLFK�LV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�VRXUFH�RI�LQFRPH�WR�WKH�ULFH�LQGXVWU\�LQ�-DSDQ�

'HFOLQH�LQ�)DUPLQJ�3RSXODWLRQ�DQG�/DERU�)RUFH

From 1960 to 1980, Japan experienced twenty years of rapid economic growth. As a 
result, the manufacturing industry provided more employment opportunities and 
higher wage income than agriculture. As a result, the population of farmers decreased 
sharply due to a large number of the population moving from rural to urban areas. As 
VKRZQ�LQ�7DEOH����WKH�-DSDQHVH�IDUP�SRSXODWLRQ�GHFOLQHG�E\�����IURP������PLOOLRQ�LQ�
������WR�����PLOOLRQ�LQ�������+RZHYHU��IDUPHUV�DJHG�RYHU����GHFUHDVHG�RQO\�����PLOOLRQ��
DQG�PHDQZKLOH�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�IDUPHUV�DJHG�RYHU����URVH�IURP�������WR��������2Q�
WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�ODERU�IRUFH�DOVR�GHFUHDVHG�IURP�����PLOOLRQ�LQ������WR�
2.6 million in 2010. The more serious problem posed was that laborers over the age of 
���\HDUV�LQFUHDVHG�IURP�����PLOOLRQ�LQ������WR�����PLOOLRQ�LQ�������WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�
percentage increased from 26.6% to 61.6%. It is said that more than half of the Japanese 
DJULFXOWXUDO�ODERU�IRUFH�FRQVLVWV�RI�PDLQO\�IDUPHUV�RYHU�WKH�DJH�RI����\HDUV��DQG�WKH�ODFN�
RI�VXFFHVVRUV�KDV�OHG�WR�KLJK�FRVWV�RI�-DSDQ·V�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV��0RUHRYHU��-DSDQHVH�
farmers are protected by the government subsidies and high taxes, which cause the 
Japanese agriculture sector to lag behind in terms of international competitiveness.

4� .DWVX\D�<DJXFKL��´733�DQG�-DSDQHVH�$JULFXOWXUH��7KH�$UJXPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUDO�3ROLF\µ��
1DVLRQDO�/LEUDU\�RI�&RQJUHVV��,VVXH�%ULHI�1R�������������SS�������,Q�-DSDQHVH��
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Table 2: Change of Japanese farm population and labor force
(Unit: thousand population)

���� 1990 ���� 2000 ���� 2010
Farm 
population ������ 13,878 12,037 10,467 8,370 �����

DJHG��� 2,643 2,709 2,904 2,936 2,646 2,231
5DWH���� 16.9 ���� 24.1 28.0 31.6 34.3
Workforce ����� 4,819 4,140 3,891 ����� 2,606
DJHG��� 1,443 ����� 1,800 ����� ����� �����
5DWH���� 26.6 33.1 ���� ���� ���� 61.6

'DWD�VRXUFH�Agricultural and Forestry Surveyࠖࠕ�
KWWS���ZZZ�PDII�JR�MS�M�NHLHL�NRXUHL�VHQLRU�VBWRXNHL�

7KH�&KDQJH�RI�)XOO�WLPH�DQG�3DUW�WLPH�)DUPHUV

-DSDQHVH� IDUPHUV� DUH�GLYLGHG� LQWR� WZR� FDWHJRULHV�� VHOI�VXIÀFLHQW� IDUPHUV� DQG� VDOHV�
farmers depending on whether they sell their agricultural products or not. The sales 
farmers are further divided into full-time farmers and part-time farmers according to 
WKH�ZRUNLQJ�WLPH�RQ�DJULFXOWXUH��7KH�SDUW�WLPH�IDUPHUV�DUH�WKHQ�GLYLGHG�LQWR�WKH�ÀUVW�
kind and the second-kind farmers according to the different levels of household income 
from agriculture. Table 3 shows that the population of Japanese farmers declined from 
����PLOOLRQ�LQ������WR�����PLOOLRQ�RQO\�LQ�������$PRQJ�WKHP��VDOHV�IDUPHUV�GHFUHDVHG�
E\�����IURP�����PLOOLRQ�LQ������WR�����PLOOLRQ�LQ�������IXOO�WLPH�IDUPHUV�RQO\�GHFUHDVHG�
by 22,000, but part-time farmers dropped by 1.3 million at the same time. On the other 
KDQG��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�QRQ�IDUPHUV�ZLWK�ODQG�KDV�JUHDWO\�LQFUHDVHG�IURP���������LQ������
to 1.4 million in 2010.

Table 3: Change of full-time and part-time farmers
�8QLW��7HQ�WKRXVDQG�

Total farmers 1990 ���� 2000 ���� 2010
����� 344.4 312 284.8 �����

Sale 
farmers

Full-time 47.3 42.8 42.6 44.3 ����
Part-time 249.8 222.3 191.1 ��� 118
First-kind ���� 49.8 �� 30.8 ����
Second-kind 197.7 ����� ����� 121.2 ����

Non-farmers with land ���� 90.6 109.7 120.1 137.4

5DWH����

Sales farmers ���� 77.0  74.9  68.9 ����
Full-time 12.4 ���� 13.7 ���� 17.8
Part-time ���� ���� 61.2 ���� 46.7
First-kind ���� ���� 11.2 10.8 8.9
Second-kind ���� ���� ���� ���� 37.8

1RWH�����7KH�ÀUVW�NLQG�RI�SDUW�WLPH�IDUPHU�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�DJULFXOWXUDO�LQFRPH�LV�WKH�PDLQ�VRXUFH�RI�
household income.
         (2)The second-kind of part-time farmer means that the agricultural income is not the main source of 
household income.
'DWD�VRXUFH�Agricultural and Forestry surveyࠖࠕ�
KWWS���ZZZ�PDII�JR�MS�M�WRNHL�VLK\R�GDWD����KWPO
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Land in Japan is privately owned, but the household income from the small-scale 
DJULFXOWXUH�LV�LQVXIÀFLHQW�WR�VXSSRUW�D�IDPLO\��7KHUHIRUH��PRVW�-DSDQHVH�IDUPHUV�FKRRVH�
to become part-time farmers, especially the second-kind farmers. Moreover, land is a 
valuable resource; the use of land is not restricted to agriculture after the farmers retire, 
but they can sell the land as a homestead or commercial land at a higher price. Therefore, 
WKH�GLIÀFXOW\�LQ�JURXSLQJ�IDUP�ODQGV�LQ�D�ORFDOLW\�IRU�DJULFXOWXUDO�SXUSRVH�LV�WKH�PDLQ�
UHDVRQ�IRU�WKH�LQDELOLW\�RI�-DSDQ·V�DJULFXOWXUH�VHFWRU�WR�DFKLHYH�ODUJH�VFDOH�RI�RSHUDWLRQV��
Hence, one purpose of Japan joining the TPP negotiations is opening up the domestic 
market of agricultural products. Meanwhile, the Japanese government will introduce 
support or subsidy policies to promote part-time farming and encourage scattered 
farmers to transfer their land to full-time farmers, who have the ability to consolidate 
GLIIHUHQW�SORWV�RI�ODQG�IRU�ODUJH�VFDOH�DQG�HIÀFLHQW�RSHUDWLRQV�

Abeconomics and TPP

Abeconomics is a series of economic policies introduced by Shinzo Abe since he became 
Japan's Prime Minister in December 2012. The focus of Abeconomics is the “monetary 
policy of quantitative easing.” It led to the substantial depreciation of the Japanese yen in 
relation to the US dollar, which gave a great advantage to Japanese automakers who once 
suffered from the effects of a stronger yen. Thanks to the cheaper yen, Toyota and other 
VHYHQ�FDU�FRPSDQLHV�FKDONHG�XS�ODUJH�DPRXQWV�RI�SURÀWV�LQ�������)RU�H[DPSOH��7R\RWD�
DFKLHYHG�D�QHW�SURÀW�JURZWK�RI�����WLPHV��WR�����WULOOLRQ�\HQ��EHFRPLQJ�WKH�PRVW�SURÀWDEOH�
FDU�FRPSDQ\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��+RQGD�DOVR�DWWDLQHG�����WLPHV�SURÀW��DQG�0LWVXELVKL·V�QHW�
SURÀW�LQFUHDVHG�E\�������LQ�������2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�SXUSRVHV�RI�-DSDQ�MRLQLQJ�
the TPP negotiations is to expand the markets for its exports, such as automobiles, 
PDFKLQHU\��DQG�SUHFLVLRQ�LQVWUXPHQWV��,Q�YLHZ�RI�WKHVH�EHQHÀWV��$EHFRQRPLFV�ZDV�VHHQ�
as paving the way for Japan's big enterprises to export their products. 

%HVLGHV�WKH�PRQHWDU\�SROLF\�RI�TXDQWLWDWLYH�HDVLQJ��LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�
tax is another important method of Abeconomics. The present consumption tax is 
���DQG�ZLOO�EH� LQFUHDVHG�WR����IURP�$SULO������� IROORZHG�E\�IXUWKHU� LQFUHDVH�IURP�
���WR����� LQ�������7KH�PDLQ�SXUSRVH�RI�KLNLQJ� WKH�FRQVXPSWLRQ� WD[� LV� WR� LQFUHDVH�
WKH�JRYHUQPHQW
V�ÀQDQFLDO�LQFRPH��VR�WKDW�LW�FDQ�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�LQFRPH�VXEVLG\�SROLF\�
for Japanese farmers. At the same time, MAFF is also actively exploring the income 
insurance policy for farmers, which will ensure a minimum sales income when the 
prices of rice, vegetables and other agricultural products drop substantially. This step 
of market intervention helps to provide risk management for farmers, and to build a 
stable safety net for agricultural management.

The biggest concern of Japan in the TPP negotiations in agriculture is the impact 
RI�FKHDSHU�IRUHLJQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV�RQ�ÀYH�DUHDV��LQFOXGLQJ�ULFH��ZKHDW��EHHI�SRUN��
PLON�SURGXFWV�DQG�VXJDU��7KHVH�ÀYH�DUHDV� LQ� -DSDQ�DUH�NQRZQ�DV�´WKH�6DLQW�$UHD�µ�
which is related to the Japanese agriculture survival, and is the bottom line of Japanese 
agriculture. High tariff measures have always been used by the Japanese government 
WR�SURWHFW�WKHVH�ÀYH�DUHDV��)RU�H[DPSOH��ULFH�WDULIIV�DUH�VHW�DV�KLJK�DV�������DQG�ZKHDW�
WDULIIV�DUH�PRUH�WKDQ�������7KHVH�ÀYH�DUHDV�DUH�DOVR�GLYLGHG�LQWR�UHODWHG�DJULFXOWXUDO�
SURGXFWV�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�����LWHPV��7KH�SULQFLSOH�RI�-DSDQ·V�(3$�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZLWK�RWKHU�
countries is reducing and canceling tariffs for foreign agricultural products, which have 
QR�LPSDFW�RQ�WKHVH�ÀYH�DUHDV��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��LI�WKH�IRUHLJQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV�ZLOO�
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LPSDFW�WKHVH�ÀYH�DUHDV��-DSDQ
V�DWWLWXGH�LV�WR�SUDFWLFH�H[FHSWLRQDO�KDQGOLQJ�DQG�DYRLG�
UHGXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�WDULIIV��7KHUHIRUH��-DSDQ·V�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUG�QHJRWLDWLRQV�RI�DJULFXOWXUDO�
products has been cautious and conservative.

,Q�WKH�SDVW��-DSDQ·V�(3$�QHJRWLDWLRQV�ZHUH�RQ�D�VPDOO�VFDOH��PRVWO\�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�
the developing countries, and the trading of agricultural products between these 
countries and Japan. Japan frequently uses the same negotiation skills to protect 
its own agricultural products, avoiding the side effects of imports on its domestic 
products and to expand the export of Japanese traditional products. However, things 
have changed after Japan's TPP negotiations with two developed countries, the United 
6WDWHV�DQG�$XVWUDOLD��%RWK�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�$XVWUDOLD�UHTXLUH�-DSDQ�WR�FDQFHO�DOO�
the tariffs for agricultural products, and it is clearly impossible for Japan to accept this 
UHTXHVW��1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�-DSDQHVH�JRYHUQPHQW�SURPLVHG�WR�UHGXFH�������RI�WDULIIV�
RQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�SURGXFWV�H[FHSW�WKRVH��SURGXFWV�VROG�LQ�WKH�ÀYH�DUHDV��ULFH�WDULIIV�ZLOO�
EH�FXW�IURP������WR����a������-DSDQ�KRSHV�WKDW�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ZLOO�JLYH�-DSDQ����
years for agricultural reform. However, it is obviously impossible for America to accept 
WKLV�UHTXHVW��-DSDQ�XVHV�WKH�VDPH�VWUDWHJ\�ERWK�LQ�WKH�(3$�DQG�733�QHJRWLDWLRQV�IRU�
agriculture; however, from the viewpoint of the United States, Japan cannot only enjoy 
WKH�EHQHÀWV�IURP�LWV�SURGXFW�H[SRUWV��,W�PXVW�EH�UHDG\�WR�IXOO\�RSHQ�XS�LWV�GRPHVWLF�
market of agricultural products, which is also part of the principles and obligations as 
a TPP member.

Conclusion

2QH�RI�-DSDQ·V�DJULFXOWXUDO�FDOFXODWLRQV�RI�WKH�733�QHJRWLDWLRQV�LV�FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�XVH�
the high tariffs method to protect important domestic agricultural areas. The other 
calculation is promoting and accelerating the domestic agricultural reform though the 
TPP negotiations. However, the principle of TPP is to eliminate tariffs completely among 
PHPEHU�VWDWHV�ZLWKRXW�H[FHSWLRQV��,W�LV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�-DSDQ·V�(3$�QHJRWLDWLRQV�LQ�WKDW��
Japan is a leading country when it negotiates with developing countries. However, 
in the TPP negotiations, the United States is the leading country, and the negotiation 
rules are different. If Japan wants to join the TPP as soon as possible, it must open up 
its domestic market of agricultural products immediately. After analyzing the present 
VWDWXV�RI�-DSDQ·V�DJULFXOWXUH�VHFWRU��WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�DGYDQWDJH�LI�-DSDQ�GRHV�QRW�MRLQ�WKH�
733��-DSDQ�ZLOO�VWLOO�IDFH�SUREOHPV�RI�ORZ�VHOI�VXIÀFLHQF\�UDWH�RI�IRRG��GHFUHDVH�LQ�IDUP�
population and the labor force, and increase in the number of farmers over the age of 
����7KH�/LEHUDO�'HPRFUDWLF�3DUW\��/'3��RI�-DSDQ�FDQ�UHJDLQ�SRZHU�LI�LW�FDQ�JDUQHU�WKH�
support of Japanese farmers; therefore, the LDP cannot ignore the interests of JA and 
many small-scale farmers. As long as the United States insists on the principle of full 
HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�WDULIIV��LW�ZLOO�EH�GLIÀFXOW�IRU�-DSDQ�WR�MRLQ�WKH�733�DV�VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH��
Unless Japan accepts the conditions, the Japanese regime may see a change again. 
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