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Abstract

Hakka is one of the predominant Chinese dialects in Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia,
with the Hopo accent being the most prevalent. Following the migration of the Hopo
people from Jiexi, China to Kuching during the late 19th century, the dialect has
undergone language contact with various local languages and other Chinese dialects,
leading to a series of phonetic changes. Compared to Meixian Hakka, which has a wider
global distribution, Hopo Hakka has a relatively smaller number of speakers worldwide.
Therefore, Kuching has become an essential region for studying the development of this
dialect. Systematically and scientifically recording the phonetic differences between
Kuching Hopo Hakka and its ancestral origin is of great significance for exploring
phonetic evolution and preserving the dialect. This paper employs the traditional dialect
survey method to record the phonetic system of Kuching Hopo Hakka and analyses its
divergence from the Jiexi variety. In addition, a three-generation family is examined as a
case study in order to explore patterns of phonological change. The results indicate that
the phonetic changes in initial and final of Kuching Hopo Hakka include (1) internal
evolution such as the loss of the medial glide [-i-] in syllables with the initial consonant
[3] when occurring with open or closed division-III vowels, (2) changes triggered by

2 This article is adapted from Bonnie Chong Kai Hui’s unpublished bachelor thesis in 2021 titled “The Phonetic
Study of Hopo Hakka Dialect in Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia” under the supervision of Dr. Yeoh Yin Yin.
An earlier version of this study was later presented at the Joint Graduate Postgraduates Conference of the
Department of Chinese Studies, University of Malaya, and the Department of Oriental Language and Literature,
Tzu Chi University. Special thanks to Associate Professor Dr. Ho Kun-Yi from Department of Oriental Language
and Literature, Tzu Chi University, for his valuable feedback and suggestion.
Subsequently, additional data from middle-aged and younger speakers were incorporated into the study. A revised
version of the paper was presented at the Pantai Valley Postgraduate Academic Forum on 26 November 2024, and
the sincere thanks to Associate Professor Dr Seow Yuening at Kwangwoon University, for his helpful comments
and suggestions.
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contact with external language such as the shift of initial from [v] to [b]the emergence of
new vowels [¢i] and [9], (3) changes resulting from contact with other Hakka subdialects,
including the shift of post-alveolar sounds toward denti-alvoelar sounds, the transition of
primary vowels in the xie and geng——-rhyme division-Il and -1V (% — JU%%)
characters from [e] to [a], (4) the preservation of more traditional phonetic features than
the Jiexi variety, such as the retention of [e] and [ue] instead of [ei] and [uei]. Tonal
characteristics remain largely consistent with only minor variations in tone values. Age
variation is observed only in the initials where younger and middle-aged speakers show
different pronunciation from the old generation. Finally, this paper compares the findings
with previous research, aiming to expand the scope of Sarawak Hakka studies and provide
a reference case for the development of Hakka dialects in Southeast Asia.

Keywords: Sarawak, Kuching, chinese dialect, hopo hakka, phonological
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o2
Eito

(%) BBy “H” BRI E &

BIRES M7 FAERDER 2 B AE[m], EAERHEEPLIRE. b, H=%F
#HWEKNMFER, SRBPAR. BRERK (2016). £k (20200 A N[mHE
e DB N, (EARRENZENCAFRE[m] SR DIgT A&
KA, WEEKIE. HREN] (ZBRE, 2013; @AETF, 2014), JEE.
JRREA m. n]/NEE (BRSEE, 2013; 9KES, 2020; EHEIE, 2008; K
2, 2014). AUk, AVEE 0] BT RS2 BOREEN e B K& MR, Wl
BER S EFRIXT FE SRR, B, BINNIE AT GE R IX — 5 Bk
MIER, RES/FEFIEHEEMANOLZENERZ[])E (BRI, 2014),

R EE (2008) 1 L AFERI ] AL 3RS (2014) TS U W19 A b X LLRAS 7 B8 3=
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4.2 PIRHRFE
R 2: WVETRER SAE M i TR SE R BENT H
WA B R
P MRF55 KR Ttk |ZHA. | ELEK | kILE
skEME | (2013) | (2018) | (20200 | MRERK | (20200 | (2021
(1994) (2016)
A Y - en en en en. an | en. ap arn
EIREN
&I — Y € e ei ei ai. e ai. e ai. €
Son
. k. B
BT IY 5 e e iei iei ai. e ai. ie ai. €
5
BT IY 5 e e ei ei e e €
.
¥ = ue uei uei - uei ue
Ji59)
Wi an an an on an an on
4 iu ieu ieu u ieu u
o | HifE (HIME | BiNE| BiNE | BiME|EiNE | BiNE
i
2, 35, - ui ui ui - ui el
= 5 0 ou ou - 0 0
(i) - i u - - &)
BT =4 in in in - in on
R A: iun . iun A: iun

flai], KA “B” FHMai Nk, 5RPA.

ERN: B
BRI BCA Son B B AR 25, BRI T
(—) BIF —USEMETT —NEF R EETE M BOAal

EARPEE S, =4k NBEIF D05 “X9, 8. . %7 FEE

MRZEHk (2016) FIfE

K (20200 MIRE 3, WREMEEFES 7 — Mgk, MR k]S 1R
Al AEMTEIR

BT Z AR R A W A [an]#), SHELA (20200 R, B
R (2016) HHANLFWEE RAMEL, DT —NenlH, HE5HEIEEZ KD
SEARE . i, FRATA LA E W R FAE B A K15 S Nlen], 58 0%

16




HElE. iR
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— s [anllE T AFRFIRTT 5 58P %M REE R, (HXH T KA A
AP RIERENAER, =R E N LA UEA N [en]H#) .

A — DUSE ) [a] 1 EE o0 1T RS A R O 1R, (Hin] g2 5 HAhE
KI5 Mg R, R B FIEAXH A Elai an], A /DEH
PH e L& X e . KO R KIS Ne) R E s (HNIHEZ, 1998; £+
<, 2020).

() [ei]s [uei]BIF[-i|BIBHITE R

BETF DUSER “BE. Y. B XYY I - MHEN[HERE LR, X
AR R (20200 XL ER O P AT LR FH H . (HIX 5 R E A, 5KE
M (1994) FIRRFEEE (2013) WAL RARE. WX —JFHKu, [-]EER
A RERE P X - AR AR, m e X AR B T AR BT [-1 R IAHE
“A. Ve, R SFWAEXAENIE, HIEAT LR B ] [uel i REIARLL .

(=) “X” FH[--|MEHFER

HEEHFE (ZD) AALSRESR 38”7 W08, CUIR RS,
XM ARG XA S AR

(J8 [ou]#)H [-ulBEHIHR

K (20200 BIVEE R IETE 5 5T R HE R B B u B R A L
2R, ARRFEEBUE TIX—IR, BS5RPAR. BFRK (2016) Hidsk
HEATXTEE, BT L R KR R A RN . B TR TEHL X )2
B (20200 FiskiEE (2018) HdsFAulBE, REMK. KEK (1994)
MRS (2013) pRdgM 5 EEAAEE, BABE. [-u] 8RR EIFEFE
IR %Sk o Tk W ata =
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(F) “Bi” FiEAE[on]H

JETEIB VU R 2 S AE [an) B LA D =57 “Bi” C—/Elon)®), AT
AE A2 3 R BUHA B 5K 05 5 s i S EERE — DYSEAF OUAEL,  [an]#) 5K PR
RMIAE DB 55 5, B2, KAl 4 GEIEZ, 1998), [N,
bR B A B B JE L PR ST B B R [on]i#, TTAE S EUX
—FKEEMTEE AR

(FN) “4” Flien|PIHIHER

AFELRIEERIGIR 2 [iew n]#I0 “47 FHieu]BICEH K, ZF
A FENEE — B R B u)E, FEANH-1ZHE R, SO eu]®. HA,

[ 5 RPA. BRERK (2016) RIIHE —F AR B2 510 7T 6E L[]

(8 [3IFER)E -1 FHIHE R

58P HL[3]75 BHE T & =S EE £ 5, IEAR THY
B, MEH=%E0%) (giok: 30k). FE (3ion: 30m). % (3ion: 30m), T
AR (ziap: 3ap), FOTZFHMIE. B (ziau: zaw), HH -EM . H
(ziun:zun); A =M 7K (ziug: zun) 5. \WPGHLIX FE R R F K.
SREHR (1994) FIBRFEE (2013) WIEEAR[--1 &, HEUZRBAR. B
K (20160 MR A -1 & . X T A Bxr b, AT LB [-i-17
BV R P A P R E A A e . DU HBERE B AR N B &, X
FEABAAR O] BE 215 B A 5 10 & AL AT

V) EiE[EFRIAR
—EeARE i 2Ry 5. T A H il BSO8R, R RER 2 £
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(FL) SPREBRLIFHINE

TR R AR LT R e [0l HAN AR LR I A RS 4
FH P B0 [on] B BRI, S [e]sli[en] B BF B K 22 AIAE T K & AL AN
o XFELRILRERPA. BRI (2016) BT+ K (20200 #HG KD,
AT A E BN, X —#RHM B R G AR AE R, 48T [les24 toll
lon24] (Restaurant), FF¥&A LFREIFZIR FIGEASGHIES RF. (2, KK
() B N E BB 00 oA [in 3 7 & A E [on] ) . XU FRAG =AM SLFE S, —
RENFI =57, O “BHEZ”, “REBMEEInY, =2EEE
B Elon]. X SEFE T AN RIE R BT = AE [l , T IR ABAE AR A 15 5 (1 52
W3k — 25 K AT S

4.3 =i
R 3: WEFEE KGN G IR GE R

WM HEMEE
WE | REMK. M55 KEE | EEA | BRA. | MEEK | kPLE
e [ (2013) | (2018) | (20200 | PRz | (20200 | (2021)
LEES (1994) (2016)

[ ~F- 44 44 44 44 55 44 55
FH P 35 35 35 24 24 24 24
I 21 21 21 31 11 31 22
F7E 53 52 51 52 53 52 51
HA 1 1 1 2 2 2 3
FH\ 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

ER: B
AT, Z5REN=ARKENEN T Bl LR
(=) BHASHENEZRIEHE 6 MNE
PRI, 5 SR R A L BOR KR ZE R, ARG 6
AEE, 2AERE B RS BIE BIAL BN, CFAEMA RS

Zgr, M EFAEEEIHAERE, Hodmy S o Re I AR S E, &
o A FRAR B B B, B AR LA L
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V&M 205 e I R[a]F); kA 0 =5%5F “Bi” [an]iLfE[on]; BHEEF
B NmISCA]; “47 FlieuBHIHE R (0D LR LB FEHh X AL G r)iE &,
Wile]s [ueliMdE[ei]ls [uei]lo AT THIMIZEAR 3, AFEDVFRME LIIZER.

HO7H, R KEE . T B EARNBE S R AT DU AR 7
TaEE WRBEARAEZESR, RATENE “F7 PRI AT EEMF
FN; FRNZERBR, PHEE-FEAAHBISOGIER. E” i 51
ey EH B R EFE IS

AR E AT IR 2 0 AT 7 S0 2 O B 4B D M X PR3 R, (B
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