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Abstract

Chen Lin Loong is a leading figure among Malaysia’s Chinese-language writers born
in the 1970s. His work spans poetry, prose, and fiction, including the poetry collection
You Ren Yi Bei (2007), the essay collections Wo Ye Cengjing Fangmu Shijian (2009),
Huiwei Jianghu (2010), and Chi Shijian (2018), as well as the short story collection Zai
Tao Shi Ren (2012). This cross-genre practice, together with his writing strategies, gives
his work a high degree of recognizability in contemporary Mahua (Malaysian Chinese)
literature. Compared with some of his predecessors and peers, Chen does not take the
intensification of “Chinese” elements as a starting point; instead, his texts allow
distinctive memories of Mahua culture to surface naturally. At the same time, although he
does not fully embrace the postmodern cultural pluralism as the younger generation
writers do, his work nevertheless conveys a strong sense of postmodern experience. This
article argues that Chen’s writing is structured by a deep interplay between Malaysian
Chinese culture and contemporary individual experience: the former provides the cultural
ground of his expression, while the latter reflects his inner trajectory and lived process
toward modernity. In the tension between these two dimensions, his work opens up a
space for imagining the future of Mahua literature.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese literature, Chen Lin Loong, traditional imagery, modern
experience, cultural memory
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