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Post-War Malayan Chinese Literature:
Examples From “Nanyang Prose Collection” and
“Nanyang Youth Prose Collection”
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Universiti Malaya

Abstract

Malaya was left in a state of significant disrepair in Post-World War Il period, with
few literary works addressing the restoration of both the national spirit and individual
psyches. The proses in the “Nanyang Prose Collection” and the “Nanyang Youth Prose
Collection” predominantly cover the lives of ordinary people before and after the war.
Some of these pieces reveal shifts in the Chinese community’s concept of “homeland”
over different periods. This paper aims to analyze the editorial backgrounds, selection
criteria, and thematic content of these anthologies. This analysis helps delineate the
fundamental causes of the diaspora's emotions regarding their homeland, addressing
issues of national identity and the complexities of identity struggles.

Zhang Fuling, the editor of the “Nanyang Youth Prose Collection”, compiled 26
proses from young writers in both Singapore and Malaysia, showcasing the post-war
reality and the transition towards localized identities among Nanyang youth. In contrast,
Han Meng, the editor of the “Nanyang Prose Collection”, compiled 34 proses capturing a
broader historical perspective. It is reflecting the developmental trajectory of the Chinese
in Nanyang and their longing for China. Understanding the evolution of the post-war
Chinese community’s identity is crucial for comprehending the broader cultural and
historical dynamics of Southeast Asia.

Keywords: Nanyang Prose Collection, Nanyang Youth Prose Collection, homeland, Han
Meng, Zhang Fuling
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BEMINERE, BRI “rr T AT ERALE A 69— R kAR gh, K e
—B¥E. 7 (X%, 1953, T 43) &7 HE, AiEERKIEEE, FEmEikiR
PixE, AEEEIECREE (RED, AR EAER . AR SRR T
A, FEYIFERSEMER T, S EES, MENEZ T .
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KB R T CREVERHECCE) Mg, BT 26 FHnhnsoA ook & 4
IO . 5K 1R R B AP I TR AE #8251 (B me ok B3 5 3 B 4e S0 %
(1919-1949) ). M7 EFTE (F EAERIEH YL L0 (1927-1948) ) LA K
RFE BRSO ERD) CDREAEREY, BT 3k RMskiE R CERKTE,
T ARBEWE AT 2 (OHLX ZMEHRER) N, ZIEWHSEA, Filks
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BEARHARBERZESRS TN (ETFAT) e, £ Qlik) kEEE,
gemgike “alskFEHAT. KM ERA, 2 EM X EERRERT k), A
Hol g, RETEERMIRAZY, 77 IiKE R F5E £ — AN A RIEAT
s Z N o B AR i HAS LT 4k S, K18 RAE N LT 2 — 5L ik T 2
thE, FE NN E N, LT S mE R 4, 2011, T 675-676).
BHRIKBERIEMEERFFFRE, TUNERATEREEBEAST TN (BX:
MR EBASITRLSRD b, KR (BAEDRIE) (FEIKES R
FAE) CRMES. mIRE%, 1951, BT 111-140. 207-300), K&5K18E R [¥)8Faf ok 25
RIGHTFR OMEANIRFRE) CRRE . EF%, 1951, T 301-310); 74k,
CRAVEREFLY B Jessieca XM (AR RAN——FEBHREZR G0) ] H 5K
8RB F AL ERIR (Leo, 2015). 45 b, WIHEL HIKIE R BIFEFEZ G T
REZRXRTEZ AT, DoafiRkERTEEMSE, ST HRKEHR. 550
B, #HEA AR

RKEKABROPEYE, ATCOMAE CRERErENTD S —Ritie (5
H A BN R B B —— A7), 6 T o LA A 1) PAY i 45 ) A7 o T X ) PR 55
S 7 AR GRIER, 19490, MbRgARie T E R IR “ X % 2 E Ko A &
MA®R, HAZERLEN, JAACHEEmS: AERFRNLZLL,” (5K
TRR, 1949) At [H P A A 4P LA S H ASE A0 [ 51 A 1) B AE Il i R4
I HIPFAFIE R, 5 1h57 RO, RREZENIKE GtrEiE. CRZ P E2IX
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HiE: “ ABAGSE (1942-1945), £ 2R B AKTFHEERENNE, Lk, #

121



SREAXZEXNET, £1+2%, FTH, 2024 F
Journal of Chinese Literature and Culture, Vol. 12, No. 2 (2024)

Ik, FPERBIEFHR S AP IRAILTIEF), BAWLLE, THFIFL
R, LFEROAEORER, AXWEN, HHTRHALLTR, &tk
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AT — WA F G B KR e IRy A S E AR, AR 4k iR A A9 K
FAAERS | .. FE | A MEALAHFTEARR? > F5AHZLLE, 7
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VERERAE:  (AERA LAY 3o R MR ERY, A ERSRIVEGRIRIE “HE” .
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JUANFR B SR . BEIRSLEREREBRERSMONE: “CRELAEE
AN, A mEFFE (B) A THAR ! BIXE, RO SELTHRREG
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