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Abstract

Ongyah Worship and the Wangkang Ceremony are significant religious and cultural
practices in southern Fujian, China. These rituals embody a unique manifestation of
regional belief that became established in the area. In the late Qing Dynasty, as
immigration increased, these beliefs accompanied migrants over the seas and were
adopted by overseas Chinese groups, especially in Malacca. Ongyah Worship served as a
source of spiritual support for newcomers in strange territories. Overseas Chinese held
the belief that deities monitored their travels, frequently offering protection in perilous
circumstances and intervening during life-threatening events. In appreciation, upon
establishing themselves, they built temples to honour these deities. The Wangkang
Ceremony, an essential ritual originated in their ancestral homeland, aimed to dispel
illnesses, repel malevolent spirits, and foster peace and prosperity during periods of illness
and turmoil. This illustrates the profound entrenchment of the belief in Ongyah and its
associated rites within the lives of Malacca’s Chinese people. Due to its cultural
importance, scholars such as Soo Khin Wah, Chen Geng, Lee Feng-mao have consistently
demonstrated interest in the dissemination of Ongyah belief in Malacca, particularly about
the Wangkang ritual and related religious rites. Despite extensive scholarly research on
the dissemination of Ongyah religion and its associated rites in Malacca, deficiencies
persist owing to an absence of primary materials. This paper intends to explore the
historical context of the Wangkang ritual in Malacca. Through the exploration of
additional primary sources, this paper aims to analyse the ceremony’s evolution and
operational dynamics to enhance the comprehension of its historical progression.
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PP :

e “In Malacca it was first held, as far as it can be traced, about 87 years ago at
Kandang, and from that time up to 1880, it took place every 5 and 8 years.” (Tan,
1933, p.24)

o “The first wooden Wangkang was made about 83 years ago at Kandang, and later
on at Bandar Hilir, as Kandang too far away.” (Tan, 1933, p.25)
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(FAIERE AR Frak:

“HGTARLE, AR, EAARANE, SRAETE, HH4
HHAE, BERHEMN, AREREHFENEE, BARBRTEZS, FAKT
AAZ o [ ] AFEE M, HIWRKECARL, BHEFE, LEL/E,
[l 42 A5 BAT 5.

B SISCRET DL R,  IHAL HB AN T &R — e, AR, B
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HORRBER YD, HAEAh RV 8E4T B A &R DA ETEE. AT EiE st —5A
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WHEE T o F KB TS, B EMRIRA ST . Bk, 34
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“ANFF7. “CEM” F “Wangkang” 45, EHIVE NI Sz 840 K — Y R K H
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P S AS HE ) (AR “1933 JEALAS HIER”) M &% E. BaBREH—
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SR “Wangkang” C(EAL —iiill, —RESIRSAFHIAB. B0k —2 T, WS RMHIFH 55T
Yeh Hua Fen, “A Historian’s View of Wangkang” , in The Malacca Guardian: Memento of Wangkang
Ceremonial and Procession 1933,

141



SREAXZEXNET, £1+2%, FTH, 2024 F
Journal of Chinese Literature and Culture, Vol. 12, No. 2 (2024)

FALZ BRI, XS AR, (HERA T2 T B 2 35N H
CALRS” ZFR, MEEARGAE NBEESRTT. B, 2B AR DX AN SCHER,
o BIEAE SRR — Sl . i OGRS BB 1932 FEEEEIEANY HIEH)
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T30

2 (1932 JEANAY HIEHEE) . AR EMIICS B S LT CL “Alifg” Sy
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