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Abstract

Religion is defined by belief in a supreme power and its guiding principles. Saivism, considered one of the
oldest religions, reveres Lord Shiva as the ultimate deity, promoting a path to enlightenment and a better
life. During a period when Buddhism and Jainism dominated Tamil Nadu, often referred to as the 'dark
ages,' Thirugnanasambandhar's advent in Sirkazhi marked a turning point. He aimed to revive Saivism and
guide people towards a more fulfilling path. However, his life and era remain shrouded in debate, with
varying opinions on his incarnation and timeline. This article, 'The Elusive Timeframe of
Thirugnanasambandhar,’ seeks to reconcile these perspectives and provide clarity on his life and era. The
article is structured as follows: Introduction, Tamil Veda and Gnanasambandar, Sambandar's Time
Periods, Gnanasambandar's Contemporaries, Dravidian Sisu's Time, and Conclusion.
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