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Abstract

Since the pre-Qin period, the goddess Luoshen has been portrayed as an ethereal and
transcendent figure in Chinese literature. In the Chuci, she embodies abstract longing without a concrete
form; in Han rhapsodies, she emerges as the goddess of the Luo River, “graceful as a startled swan”;
and in traditional drama, she becomes the deified spirit of Empress Zhen. Her image has been
continually reinterpreted through works like the Ming zaju Luoshui Bei, the Qing zaju Lingbo Ying,
and the Mei school Peking opera Luoshen, all of which preserve the romantic narrative between the
goddess Fufei and Cao Zhi. These performances refine characterization, expand plotlines, and innovate
theatrical techniques, reinforcing Luoshen’s imagery and the motif of human-divine love. Such
romances reflect both idealized transcendence of worldly constraints and implicit anxieties about
disrupting social and moral norms, making the human-divine romance a means of aesthetic expression

and a lens for negotiating sociocultural tensions.
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