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Abstract

The study focuses on the lyrics of Hsu Chien Wu (1903-1987), a famous modern poet and
lyricist in the 20th century. Throughout his wandering life, he made enduring contributions to local
music, literature, and education in cities such as Nanjing, Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia, and
Taiwan. His lyrics serve as an expressive medium that captures the emotional shifts he experienced
across these diverse geographical and political landscapes. Hsu’s lyric creations are marked by their
stylistic diversity, ranging from martial anthems to lyrical art songs. However, Hsu has received
limited scholarly attention. Existing research has largely focused on biographical documentation
and the collection of works, with most discussions originating from the field of music studies, while
literary analyses of his lyrics remain scarce. In light of this gap, this paper focuses on Hsu’s lyrics
as primary material. It first examines how his early creative development was shaped by the military
literary environment in China, and then analyzes how his diasporic experiences during his time
abroad informed the ideological tone of his works, aiming to reveal Hsu Chien Wu’s thoughts of

home and country as a “Southbound Literatus” in the turbulent years.
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