olall &g adle Aza 801 53 Olyall Gigom 3850 2026 ©
193-167 0 .£2026 syl <(15) pols sus Ll Ldke asler

\gilbg) g Ghog 3613 1, S OT 81 8 Dl Bl
Oiggejty L2

2 ) zluas ply L Byl ) s b ol

Depictions of Divine Punishment in the Qur’an: A Descriptive-

Analytical Study of Their Rhetorical and Pedagogical Functions

Samer Najeh Abdullah Samarah, Bassam Misbah Al-Aghbar

ABSTRACT

This study examines the descriptions of punishment (‘adhab) in the
Qur’an as a semantic and rhetorical structure with educational and ethical
functions rather than as mere language of intimidation. It addresses a
scholarly problem arising from reductive readings that confine Qur’anic
punishment to fear appeal while overlooking its role in shaping moral
consciousness, linking human actions to their consequences, and
establishing the principle of just retribution. The study employs a
comprehensive inductive survey of all Qur’anic occurrences of the root (‘-
dh-b), amounting to 349 instances, followed by a descriptive-analytical
method that classifies these instances into major semantic fields and
interprets them through authoritative exegetical and lexical sources. The
findings show that the discourse of punishment is organized around
interconnected fields, most notably intensity, rhetorical magnification,
fiery embodiment, humiliation, sensory experience and intensification,
perpetuity, and temporal certainty. These fields operate together to
produce a coherent Qur’anic pedagogy that combines sensory warning,
psychological restraint, and ethical formation. The study further
demonstrates that the descriptions of punishment are context-sensitive and
function within the broader Qur’anic logic of justice, accountability,
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repentance, and moral reform. It concludes that Qur’anic punishment
discourse constitutes an integrated value-based pedagogical system that
reinforces divine justice and directs human beings toward upright conduct
before the closure of moral choice.

Keywords: Quranic Punishment, Qur anic Pedagogy, Islamic Values, Thematic
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